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EDITORIAL

elcome to the 11th issue
W of DRAGON. In this
issue, we have a scholar’s ver-
sion of the history of
Burgundy, a leng % article on
carrying equipment, and a
shopping list dated 1435. Odds
and Ends, despite our ambi-
tions, has been squeezed into
one page, but we have many
more pages ready to slip into
the next issue.
It seems re-enactment is pla-
gued by two opposing vices:
the need to continually rein-
vent the 3 wheel, and the
of habit aided

complacency 3

by the lure of unreliable but
convenient sources.

Somewhere between these two
extremes lie the aims of the
Company. Christian Folini's
article is an exceptional illus-
tration of this choice. A large
and carefully detailed selection
of documents points out very
clearly that there is indeed pre-
cious little of which we may be
certain. Of the millions of bur-
dens of every sort transported
in every manner, our iconogra-
phy is limited to a few meagre
pages. Of those examples, the
most tantalising beg more

questions than they answer.
They do, however, establish
tentative  guidelines which
may help us plot our course,
continually rectifying as we
discover new material.

John HOWE

lustrations:

Below, left: Joseph, with staff, corded
bundle and canteen. The Limbourg
Brothers, Flight into Egypt, 1405-8, New
York, the Cloisters, Belles Heures, fol. 63.

Below, right: Pilgrim, with staff and slit
bag. French, Poverty and Fortune, in Cas
des Nobles Hommes et Femmes, 1494,
Vérard, Paris, fol. 62
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THE HISTORY OF BURGUNDY

ACCORDING TO THE MEMOIRES OF
OLIVIER DE LA MARCHE

CHAPTER 10

Of the declaration from the mother’s side (of the fami -
ly); how Burgundy was named Allobrogie during
Roman times, about the reign of Bavais, wherefrom
came the first Kings of Burgundy

While researching the subject of Burgundy, I
came across Dyodoros of Sicily, a very ancient

Vercingetorix who raised a powerful army to
combat Caesar. This army camped in Alise and
the countryside about.

Caesar and his legions made their camp as close
as possible to the enemy, suffering great losses at
the hands of the Franks. Thanks to good strategy
and courage, Caesar finally defeated
Versingetoris and the Franks and made them
Roman subjects once more.

During Hercules’ lifetime and long thereafter,

Greek historian and man of
learning, whose works and
books are very highly recom-
mended amongst orators.
Dyodoros says of the
famous Hercules, whose
accomplishments are so
great that many consider the
tales of his deeds as poetical,
fantastic and so wonderful
that they are not to be belie-
ved... that (he) travelled
widely, going even to Spain.
At that time, he visited the
country that is now called
Burgundy and lawfully mar- ,
rigd a local woman named '_. 4"_“;—%_’ ]

Alise. She was a lady of great e

beauty and came from the family of most noble
blood in the land. Dyodoros recounts that the
children of Hercules and Alise were the ancestors
of the first Kings of Burgundy. To substantiate
Dyodoros’ claims, in the dukedom of Burgundy
in the area which is named Lauchois are the ruins
of a town originally named Alise. It was founded
and named after Hercules’ wife. The city was des-
troyed and left in ruin by the wars that for a long
time prevailed in this region. To further substan-
tiate Dyodoros’ story, Lucanus and Sallustius
have written of the town of Alise and the great
rebellion fomented by the Franks and the people
of Autun against Caesar and the Romans. The
Franks were aided by a frankish prince named

those whom we call the
Burgundians
(Bourguignons) were called
Allobrogians. According to
the master scholars,
Allobrgian refers to those
—3 who are “rough of speech”.

vz=2] Although I myself am born
=——————194 in this noble country, I can
not but agree, as the tongue
of this region may indeed
seem rude and uncouth to its
neighbours. This name of
Allobrogian endured, it is
mentioned in the Roman
chronicles as well as in the
histories of the Belgians. It
also lasted throughout the domination of the
great city of Bavais and until the Romans, who
had many lands under their rule, began to wage
war against the Germans.

This conflict lasted many years... the Germans,
noble and warlike nation , defended themselves
vigorously and both nations crossed the Rhine,
depending on the fortunes of the war. In autumn,
of common accord, each nation withdrew to their
own side in security for the winter and hence to
attack in the following summer. The river Rhine
was like a barrier between them.

Through contact with their enemies, the Romans
found in this land of Allobrogie a fertile country,
full of goods, wheat, wine, woods, rivers and all
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things necessary for a warlike people. For this
reason, and because the country has many stron-
gholds in hills and mountains, they chose the
land that is now called Burgundy as a winter
retreat, and they stayed and wintered there, some
in the mountains, some in the valleys (building)
many strongholds, some of wood, others of stone.
Thus they put themselves in safety, and fortified
the aforementioned forts against each other.
These forts were so used as permanent stron-
gholds, and so numerous were they that the inha-
bitants of the land ceased to be known as
Allobrogians and were and still are called
Burgundians, which means “those who live in
strongholds”.

2 £ 3
CHAPTER XI U s |
How and why the name of
Allobrogie fell into disuse and Sl ‘
{they) were called EATIDE ==
Burgundians, and that before == -
the advent of Jesus Christ. N

SIS
- -

>

Other authors may tell this
in another way, as did Orose,
who took it from Cornelius
Tacitus, who so well recoun-
ted the deeds of the Romans AN
and many other things. He
tells how the Vandals were
pushed out of Germany by
the Romans, hence coming SRS

into Gaul and causing much P\ T
destruction. = pe _
They numbered certainly === S

four hundred thousand,

many of whose homes, forts, towers and stron-
gholds had been destroyed. Thus they were for-
ced to reconstruct their homes, and they establi-
shed many fortified places in which to dwell in
safety. Because of this, one part of the Vandals
became called Burgundians. History has it that
these Vandals returned to Gaul and made great
conquests, and that those Burgundians halted
near Authun in the country where they still dwell
and which is now called Burgundy. According to
Orose, this part of Gaul was called Belgian Gaul,
because they had allegiance with the Belgians.
Furthermore, he says that the other Vandals occu-

pied Slavony, others Dalmatia, Illyria near
Venice, as well as Poland and Bohemia. All these
nations, according to Orose, are descended from
the Vandals. As for myself, in order to remain clo-
ser to the truth, I have sought on all sides from
where comes this name of Burgundy.
Throughout the time they were called
Allobrogians and Burgundians, this people kept
to the pagan faith and law and many great kings
and powerful princes governed there, but I will
not linger on their subject, because from them
you are not at all descended, excepting by name
only...

All the Kings of Allobrogia, as well as those of
Burgundy, which is one and the same thing, in

-~ the time when they were

" § pagan as well as since they
are Christian and baptised,
! X have as their arms six bends
< of gold and azure, with a bor-
S der of gules, arms which are
i still used in Burgundy.
0, ‘ I have discovered that in the
> - second year after the cruci-
fixion of Jesus Christ, that the
Kings of France and
Burgundy waged cruel war
on one another. Stories tell of
a hundred thousand dead on
A each side, and that victory
< . was for the Burgundians, and
N in due course you will hear
the proof that at that time
there was a King in
Burgundy.

. CHAPTER XII

How Mary Magdalena brought the King of Burgundy
to the Christian faith.

KNI =

&)

Likewise, I have found how that in the fourteen-
th year after Our Lord’s crucifixion, Mary
Magdalena came to Marseilles in Provence and
there converted to the Christian faith the King
and Queen of Burgundy, and how by the fore-
sight and nobility of the holy woman, Saint
Mamimen baptised them at Arles in Provence,
and the King and the Queen took the holy bap-
tism and all those of their kingdom must be bap-
tised or be put to death. This first Christian king
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of Burgundy was named Trophume, and his god-
father was Saint Trophume, nephew of Saint Paul
the Apostle, and who was afterwards the first
Archbishop of Arles,

CHAPTER XIII

How the cross of Saint Andrew came to Burgundy and
how the ancient Burgundians took this cross as their
symbol.

After this king of Burgundy, first Christian king
of this name, ruled Estienne his son,who was
king for fifty years, and was the one that Mary
Magdalena restored to life. Estienne was a devout
catholic and it was he who brought the cross on
which was martyred the glorious body of my
lord Saint Andrew, which is still in (the church of)
Saint Victor in Marseilles. This King Estienne so
accrued faith in our Lord and
held the cross of Saint Andrew
in such reverence that he took it
for ensign each and every time
he went to battle. Thus it was
that the cross of Saint Andrew
became the ensign of Burgundy,
and never have they held ano-
ther excepting those times when
the kingdom has been in the
hands of France. But each time
they have returned to and held
fast to their first estate, as I shall
demonstrate in due course.

Thus I have told you of the first
name of this land of Burgundy
that was Allobrogia, and of the
second name that is still used,
and why. So also have I explai-
ned from whence came the first
kings of Allobrogia, and, hence
those of Burgundy. And found
the proof in ancient chronicles that the kingdom
of Burgundy extended to and comprised on one
side Piemont, Ass. Provence, Dauphiné, Savoy,
duchy and county of Burgundy as far as Sens
near Paris, still known as Sens en Bourgogne and
on the other Farratte and Lorraine, Bar and the
greater part of the Lower German states as far as
the Rhine... This kingdom endured until the reign
of King Clovis, first Christian king of France, and
I will tell how and by what means this powerful

Kingdom of Burgundy was diminished to a
duchy...
Returning to our subject, there was a king in
Burgundy named Cideric, who had an only
daughter named Clotilde. King Cideric had a bro-
ther named Gondebault, a crafty and malicious
man. He, seeing that Cideric had only a daughter,
linked himself through deceit and trickery with
many powerful and influential subjects of the
Kingdom of Burgundy, by means of gifts, pro-
mises, threats and other means. With their aid, he
had King Cideric imprisoned, where he died of
sadness and misery, and Cideric’s wife he caused
to die in the same way. Thus Gondebault had
Clotilde in his power and made himself King of
Burgundy. At that time the king of the French
lands was Clovis, and although this Clovis still
held to the pagan faith he was virtuous, a true
’ defender of justice, courageous
and forthright in his deeds. King
Clovis heard of the virtue, beau-
ty and grace of Clotilde and
although she was Christian and
he pagan, he very much desired
her hand in marriage. It would
seem that he desired equally the
power and respect in which she
was held by her subjects in this
neighbouring kingdom. The
chronicles tell of the subtle and
roundabout way that Clovis
inquired of her willingness to
marry him, despite their diffe-
rence of faith. So well did he
accomplish this that with the
consentment of Gondebault the
marriage was agreed, as long as
Clotilde be allowed to keep her
N Christian faith and live in accor-
=~ dance with Christian laws. Thus
the marriage took place. And Clovis sent for his
wife a great escort richly outfitted. You may well
imagine that Clotilde loved little her uncle for he
had caused her father to die in prison and had
much wronged the realm of Burgundy, which
was hers to inherit. When she approached the
realm of France she herself encouraged a war
against Burgundy, which was conquered so utter-
ly that since that time you will find no regent of

Burgundy wearing the crown or the title of king...
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COMMENTARY

Olivier de la Marche was the “maitre d’hotel”
and captain of the guard in the service of Charles
the Bold. His voluminous mémoires, in the form
of recollections, political observations, lengthy
descriptions of feasts, battles and court etiquette
and ceremony, were written for the attention of
his master, the teen-age Philip of Austria, around
the year 1493. Understandably, if regrettably, he
passes quickly over the Burgundian wars, and
dwells only briefly on the disaster of Nancy,
where Charles lost his life. He does, however,
give thorough descriptions of the political com-
plexities of the time, and obviously takes great
delight in describing the feasts and ceremony of
the court and the prestigious Order of the Golden
Fleece. He also, for the instruction and to legiti-
mise the eventual aspirations of his young mas-
ter, gives a detailed account of the history of
Burgundy. While his account is in part fanciful, it
contains surprising and even disconcerting ker-
nels of truth, and might, with some circumspec-
tion, be considered as an “official” version that
any learned Burgundian would have of the ori-
gins and history of his land and people.

As in the case of all dynasties in search of legiti-
macy in the face of rival pretensions, it is com-
mon practice to go back beyond history to myth,
searching for very ancient and powerful ances-
tors, thus doubly prestigious. Did Hercules
indeed take a wife in Marseilles while he was en
route to baptise his famous pillars at the mouth of
the Mediterranean Sea? The Phoceans , at any
rate, landed in the area in the 7th century BC.
What is certain is that de la Marche has extensi-
vely read his classical authors. Orose citing
Tacitus, and Dyodore the Sicilian, who describes
the Celts and their costume in detail. He was also
most likely familiar with the writings of Grégoire
de Tours, and possibly Jules Caeser’s accounts, as
his mention of Vercingetorix and knowledge of
the geography confirms. He bears apparently no
enmity towards the Roman conquerors of his
ancestors, infirming any late mediaeval affective
link with the Celts and tardy Celtic revival. His
knowledge of peoples such as the Vandals and
Allobrogians is quite convincing, although his
etymology of the word Burgundian entirely
passes the Burgonds by.

As surprising is his assertation of Mary
Magdalena’s presence in Marseilles, still a sub-
ject of immense debate and discord. The church
of Saint Victor in Marseilles is built on a Roman
necropolis and the first crypt is dated from the
Sth century. The cult of Saint Andrew is well
attested, and part of the crypt is dedicated to him,
but concerning rather a relic of the saint himself
and not his cross. These relics were returned to
the care of the Greek Orthodox Church in... 1980.
Around the year 500, Clovis did indeed conquer
the Burgonds, but settled for their promised neu-
trality during his conflict with the Visigoths, defi-
nitively defeated at Poitiers in AD 507.

De la Marche’s territorial claims largely echo
those of the successive Dukes of Burgundy, inclu-
ding much of Switzerland (the “Lower German”
states), the Alsace, the Lorraine and Savoy,
amongst others. He also takes the origins of the
Burgundian arms - six bends of or and azure, bor-
dered in gules - as far back as he may, but regret-
tably gives no convincing explanation of their ori-
gin. Equally tantalising and inconclusive is his
mention of the local Burgundian tongue.

Allin all, Olivier de la Marche may be considered
emblematic of the learned class of his day. Well-
read, patriotic, prudent in his affirmations,
always citing his sources, adamant and thorough
in his defence of what details of history may be
put to political use. His view of history as we
conceive it is hardly anachronic, and his storytel-
ling eminently readable.

The Mémoires d’Olivier de
la Marche were published
in transcript form by
Henri Beaune and J.
d’Arbaument, for the
French Historical Society,
in 1883.

Our thanks to Ludwine
Deblon for her help in
translating the text, and
our apologies for any
errors, the English version
occasionally strays from
the French, but always in
the interests of legibility.
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ON CARRYING THINGS.®,

PACKS, BASKETS, BAGS

AND BUNDLES

By Christian FOLINI
& John HOWE

Virgil, the Georgics. Woodcut , Jaques
Sachon, Lyon, 1517

Bundies on a wagon. A short pole has
been attached to two, certainly to
facilitate loading and unloading.

Transport is an essential aspect of every

society, ancient or modern. The moving of

of goods, foodstuffs, equipment and people
in a commercial, civil or military context reveals
essential insights into society at all levels.

This naturally raises the question as to how
individuals transported personal effects in the
late 15th century. We have no intention of explo-
ring all aspects of transport, especially commer-
cial, maritime or fluvial, or that on a large scale,
but to try and define methods of satisfying in a
more convincing fashion our own needs.

Pictorial references constitute our main source,
as no artifacts have survived and textual sources
are singularly unhelpful. The loading and unloa-
ding of ships and wagons is not really our
concern here, no more the motif of the lightly-
equipped pilgrim with little more than his staff,
linen shirt and cockle shell adorning his hat. Of
more interest are those images clearly showing an
individual carrying a load on foot - itinerant
craftsmen, soldiers, peddlars, working men and
women and of course travellers.

Merchandise often appears in the form of
bundles or bales bound up in rope “nets”.
(Whether the ropes are alrady fashioned into
large nets and then tied around the bales, or whe-
ther individual ropes are used is anyone’s guess.
Both methods seem to have been used.) Corded
packets of this kind can be seen occasionally sus-
pended from sticks or poles carried over shoul-
ders, either by people walking alone or in pairs.

sy
\si“??i{"lm:

Soldiers commonly slung bags, cauldrons or
other utensils on pole arms. What soldiers are
expected to carry varies considerably according
to circumstance, ranging from individuals heavi-
ly laden with camp and personal equipment
(including the spoils of looting) to lightly-equip-
ped mounted soldiers with wagons and servants.
We hope to treat this subject in more depth in a
further article.

Nonetheless, it is worth mentioning a quota-
tion from an early 14th century chronicle. The
army that marched north from Carlisle to beseige
Carlaverock castle in 1300 had “sumpter horses
and waggons, and sacks of tents and pavillions.”*

Pilgrims are often portrayed with little or no
personal equipment. Whether this is a form of
graphic shorthand used by artists of the period,
or indeed accurately conveys the fact that pil-
grims were meant to travel as Jesus did, renoun-
cing worldly possessions, it is difficult to say.
Those with means could be accompanied by ser-
vants and pack animals. Of course, the amount of
belongings carried is directly in proportion to the
lodgings the traveller expects to find or is able to
afford, as well as the mode of transport chosen.

Francesco Datini’s well documented pilgrima-
ge in 1399 has more the air of a nine-day picnic
than a perilous journey fraught with hardship
and privation. He took with him two horses car-
rying saddle-chests packed with food and perso-
nal effects and a “great sack of warm rainment, to
have at hand by day and night.” A mule was also
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present, “so that, whether on foot or on horse-
back, any man who met with an accident should
yet... be able to complete the journey...”.

Back baskets appear to be an extremely com-
mon method of transport. These come in a varie-
ty of shapes and sizes, often with a wooden back
and lid (some equipped with padlocks), or sturdy
corner poles, with either two straps over the
shoulders or one strap placed across the chest.
While some are elaborate constrictions, some six-
teenth century models even having a platform
projecting over the head of the porter, others are
basically baskets with straps. One example from
the Mendel Housebook, dating from 1531, has a
cloth or canvas cover over a wooden frame. While
some of these are on the backs of travellers, most
of the examples we have are being used by pedd-
lars. Similar models, of wicker or wood, were also
used for picking grapes, as they are today.

Perhaps the most intriguing image we have is
the man with the backpack (or back bag, to be
more precise). The construction of his bag
appears to be that of a common cloth bag fastened
at the neck with a drawstring, with two straps
added. Unfortunately, this image raises more
questions than it answers. The man may have
received his ration of corn from Saint Wolfgang,
who is shown in the foreground, blessing poor
citizens waiting to have their bags filled.
However, his jaunty gait, high boots and smart
hat hardly fit with the ragged poor who are still in
line. If only we could open his bag, to see what is
inside, and walk around him into the painting to
see the shoulder straps (or strap) to see how they
are arranged...

Another common enough article is a rectangu-
lar or cylindrical bag with a central opening, often
fastened with either a lace or straps and buckles.
These often ride behind the saddle of men on
horseback or are placed on pack animals. When
being carried by hand, they are put over one
shoulder. A similar bag is being carried by the
charcoal carrier, who has put two sticks, one over
each shoulder, to support it (Plate E - 7). There is
no way of telling whether these are made of lea-
ther or canvas. Those carried by the sailors or ser-
vants depicted on the Saint Ursula Reliquary in
Bruges are of a greenish grey colour, and could be
either. The buckles are simple half circles, and

are bronze in colour. Their presence seems to indi-
cate that they were not exclusively reserved for
horsemen. A pair of black bags of a similar
contruction are shown in the late 15th century
illustrations of Les Quatre Freres Aymon. These
have elaborate buckles and strap ends and are
black in colour.. One is placed on the ground, the
other on the rump of a horse. Both Jean Fouquet
and the anonymous artists of the Decameron and
the Book of Marvels have also depicted them.

Generally speaking drawstrings do not appear
often on cloth bags. One example shows a cord
sewn to the top edge of a bag, others have their
necks gathered and tied off. Whether the string is
permantly affixed to the bag or not is once again
a matter of conjecture.

While drawing any conclusions concerning
personal transport from this heterogeneous col-
lection of documents seems a little hazardous,
applying rules thus derived on site would make
us equally guilty of generalising from the parti-
cular . Caution should be exercised in filling in
the blanks; in many cases - the man with the
“backpack” is a good example - that which is hid-
den is as important at what we can see. The
methods of transport used give us some insight
into the needs of the transporters, and may be
considered of interest when those needs echo our
own.

1. ARMIES AND WARFARE IN THE MIDDLE AGES: THE ENGLISH EXPERIENCE
by Michael Prestwich, Yale University Press, 19%.
2. THE MERCHANT OF PRATO, by Iris Origo, Penguin Books, 1963

Ballenbinder, (lit:
“Bale Binder”) the
293rd Brother,
1533. from the
Mendel

| Housebook.
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