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Editorial

It has been said that though God cannot alter the
past, historians can; it is perhaps because they can
be useful to Him in this respect that He tolerates

their existence.
Samuel Butler (1835-1902), Erewhon Revisited.

Certain people in our organization happily contin-
ue to “nag” about the importance of historical
research. Not, of course, the necessity of it - which
goes without saying - but the methods and quality
applied to it. Research is naturally limited to “what
we have”; but just as in music, the silences are as
important as the sounds, what we do not have in
research should be given as much consideration as
what we do have. And what we do not have in our
period amounts to an awful lot - it is a sobering
thought that very little has survived from “ordinary”
people of the eighteenth century, let alone the fif-
teenth. Whence the great dangers of generalising

{\from the particular - a trap all too many archaeolo-
gists still fall into.
F The major article in this issue should be taken in
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this spirit. John Howe has collected a very important
number of lantern references from around our period,
and this monumental iconographic thesaurus is prob-
ably unique. Unfortunately however, no generalisa-
tions can be drawn from it, and although we can be
reasonably sure that lanterns of the types illustrated
were definitely in use at the end of the fifteenth cen-
tury, we cannot conclude that the collection is
exhaustive, or indeed, that the commonest type of
lantern actually used is necessarily represented.

“The historian has two approaches to his-
torical truth”, said Wilhelm von
Humbold: ;7
“The first is the exact, impartial, critical
investigation of events. The second is the
connecting of events explored and the
intuitive understanding of them which

could not be reached by the first means.”
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MEDIEVAL MILITARY DRILL
by GERRY EMBLETON

The better the troops of a garrison are trained and accustomed to discipline, the less problems one will
have with them during battle... only a few men are brave by nature — good training increases their numbers
Vegetius: Regulae Bellorum Generales, a Roman work published in French, Latin and English in the fifteenth century.

Our Company has developed a set of very simple
drill movements tailored to suit its needs and based
where possible on the earliest sources. No fifteenth
century drill books survive, which is not surprising
given that time and chance have left only a tiny ran-
dom selection of the millions of documents that once
circulated in fifteenth century Europe.

The earliest drill books extant are from the six-
.centh century, but whenever detailed accounts of
medieval army organization still exist there are tanta-
lizingly vague references to “training” and “exercis-
es”.

Whenever large bodies of men must be manceu-
vered, particularly at speed or in an emergency, some
sort of training practice in moving together to orders
or signals is necessary. In the chaos of battle the need
for large bodies of troops using different types of
weapons to closely cooperate, advance, fall back,
change direction and at the same time keep formation
under fire makes practice in quite sophisticated drill
movements absolutely essential.

Late fifteenth century armies were frequently a
mixture of “militia” and professional soldiers. It was
in the interest of the professionals who wished to
come out of battle alive that the “militia” be well
trained and reliable.

The pike, a mainly defensive weapon, kad to be
used en masse: the pikemen formed several ranks
deep in a solid block that presented a wall of pike
heads to an attacker. The missile men and hal-
bardiers, etc. had to be able to form up on the flanks
or inside the block, issuing out on command and
retreating inside without breaking the pike block.

Formations consisting of hundreds, if not thou-
sands of men had to be able to wheel from column
into line (diagrams of manceuvers for German troops
drawn at the end of the fifteenth century show this
difficult procedure) to march, turn, halt and change
direction in unison, and lower and raise their pikes
and polearms without clashing them together.

The best preserved and detailed military instruc-
tions are the ordinances of Charles The Bold, Duke
of Burgundy. Charles issued many and we know that

some were copied, bound and illuminated and given
with a baton of rank to each of his captains when they
swore their annual oath of allegiance to the Duke.

The section on training in the ordinance of St.
Maximin de Tréves, October 1473 states (a transla-
tion into English follows after):

Ordonne en oultre mondit saigneur que pour
mieulx habiliter et exerciter lesdictes gens de guerre
aux armes et quilz y soyent mieulx duictz et instruictz
quant aulcun affaire surviendra lesdis conductieurs
chiefz descadre et de chambre eulx estancs en garni-
son ou quant llz auront temps et loysir de ce faire
mement aulcunes foys partir de leurcs hommes
darmes Jour aux champs armez aulcunes foys du
hault de la piece seullement une aultre foycs de
toutes pieces pour eulx essayer a courre la lance eux
tenir en la courant Jointz et sevietz et aussy courir
vivement garder leurs enseignes eulx departir sil leur
est ordonne et eulx raillier en se couvrant lung
laultre par commandement et la maniere de soub-
stenir une charge Et pareillement les archiers a tous
leurs chevaulx pour les accoustumer a descendre de
pie et tirer de larc en les faisant apprendre la maniere
datachier et abrider leurs chevaulx ensemble et les
faire marchier apres eulx de front derriere leurcs doz
en attachant les chevaulx de trois archiers abridez
aux cornetz de larchon de la selle derriere le cheval
de paige de lhomme darmes et qui 1z sont en oultre
de marchier vivement de front de tirer sancs eulx
rompre Et de faire marchier les piquenaires en front
serre devant lesdis archiers et a ung signe deux met-
tre a ung genouil en tenant leurs picques baisses de
la haulteur des arcs des chevaulx affin que les
archiers puissent tirer pardessus lesditz picquenaires
comme pardessus ung mur et que se lesdis picque-
naires voient leurs ennemys mettre endessaroy Iz
fussent plus pres a leurs courre sus par bonne
maniere ainssy quil leur seroyt ordonne Et-aussy
deux mettre doz contre doz a double deffence ou en
ordonnance quarree ou ronde Et toujours les picque-
naires hors des archiers serez pour soubtenir la
charge des chevaulx des ennemys en enclouant au
millieu deulx les paiges et les chevaulx des archiers
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