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Editorial

Your editor has gone “on-line” and is dodging heavy traffic on
the “information highway.” Seriously, if this is the future, there is
not a lot to look forward to! Research takes the form of
electronic “conversations” which rarely, in my admittedly
limited experience, get anywhere. This is (I am glad to say) no
substitute for direct research in a serious library (not to mention
settling down with a few books and a drink in front of the
fireplace on a cold winter’s night), although it can be very
amiable, even addictive. It certainly does have its uses: the book
reviewed on page 18 was pointed out to me by kind electronic
correspondents. But all the information you ever wanted is
definitely not at the end of your fingertips, or available by
pressing buttons - it still resides in painstaking observation of
contemporary illustrations and documents, and long may it
remain so!

We hope that the new section Questions & Answers on page 20 ,
will give rise to some correspondence from readers and prove
conducive to our receiving some new input and articles. The
majority of articles submitted are still in English with German in
second place, and although this reflects the proportions of
members’ nationalities (or rather, mother-tongues), we would
still like to see a much greater contribution from the French-
speaking members, particularly in view of the fact that, unlike
the Germans, there are a handful who cannot read the English
articles. Even if we cannot hope for original articles in French,
we are still in search of someone willing to translate English or
German articles into French so that the magazine can present a
fair spread of languages.

NM

Write to Dragon!

‘We welcome articles or letters for publication in
Dragon. These should be submitted to the editor
(address above, but better, send an E-mail to
100601.41 @compuserve.com) Articles should
be sent on a 3.5 inch diskette, preferably in
“Text” format, so that they may be “read” by
any word-processing programme. We cannot
promise to publish typed or hand-written
manuscripts (except typewritten MSS in 12-
point type) as the time required to re-type these
out is not often available. Please contact the
editor for any technical information required.

Ecrivez a Dragon!

Nous recevons volontiers des lettres ou des
articles pour Dragon. Veuillez les adresser a
l’éditeur (adresse ci-dessus ou E-mail a
100601.41@compuserve.com). Les articles
doivent étre soumis sous forme de disquette 3.5
pouces, de préférence en format “Text” afin
qu’ils puissent étre lus par nos applications de
traitement de texte. Nous ne pouvons assurer la
publication d’articles écrits sur papier a cause
du temps requis pour les recopier (les textes
dactylographiés en corps 12pt sont toutefois
acceptables). Prenez contact avec 1'éditeur
pour tout renseignement technique.
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Livery Clothing, circa 1460- 1480
by Gerry Embleton

Livery Clothing was issued, usually twice
yearly, by a king or noble to his servants, soldiers
and retainers as part payment for their services.
Often these garments — or complete suits — were in
the lord’s family colours, but frequently they were
chosen at whim, or choice of colours was
governed by price or availability. The colours and
cloths might indicate rank or function within a
household, the more expensive cloths normally
reserved for the higher officers. This practice gave
a nobleman the chance to display his wealth,
generosity and power, and at times a fortune was
spent on high quality wools, silks and brocades,
and lavish amounts of gold and silver decoration
and embroidery. Arms and armour of good quality
were also handed out to many who served as

_soldiers and household servants.

A special occasion frequently meant yet
another issue of clothing for the entire court such
as green and white, or red for a royal wedding, or
black for mourning. A triumphal entry into a city,
the signing of a treaty, or a visit by the king might
require all present, noble, soldier, craftsman and
citizen, to be given hoods, coats or entire suits in
the same colours.

Badges — embroidered, cut out of cloth or
occasionally of gold or silver, were issued in their
thousands.

Guilds, associations and political “parties”
frequently wore their own distinctive colours, as
did contingents of soldiers from various cities or
serving under a particular captain.

In time of war, permission was granted for
lords, knights and esquires to dress their men in
some sort of distinguishing uniform, or coloured
garment such as an over—jacket, or give them
badges or marks to wear. This was a practice
usually frowned upon in peacetime as too strong
an outward demonstration of power.

It was therefore possible for a soldier in the
employ of a generous lord to accumulate quite a
wardrobe. Last year’s livery might be re-used by
his family or dependents, or worn off duty.

In the late fifteenth century the most common
distinguishing mark for a soldier was the
“national” cross — the red cross of St. George on
white for England, white on red, or blue for
France, St. Andrew for Burgundy, etc.

These distinguishing marks might be fixed to
the armour or sewn directly on to brigandine and

jack, or on the clothing, on hat, hood, shoulder,
arm or thigh, or more usually back and breast.

We know from written accounts that they were
frequently worn on special livery jackets,
sometimes in their lords’ colours and perhaps
incorporating his badge as well as that of the king.

In 1481, Edward IV decreed that all soldiers
taking part in the Scottish campaign should wear a
white “jacket” with the cross of St. George and
their captain’s badge, presumably on the left breast
or in the centre of the cross. Although we have
many written accounts of all these practices,
illustrations of livery other than the cross are rare,
and of badges rarer still.

Many illustrations of soldiers show no insignia
at all, each soldier wearing his own coloured
clothing and the armies only distinguished by
banners, but as many of these illustrations show
classical armies, Julius Caesar’s or Alexander the
Great’s, this is not surprising.

It is difficult to imagine the professional
soldiers of a medieval noble going into battle
without clear identification. To do so would be to
risk death from friend or foe alike. Literary
sources abound with references to distinguishing
colours and badges.

It cannot be emphasized enough that the
soldiers retained in the service of a nobleman were
normally well paid and equipped, and regularly
issued with new clothes. They did not usually
straggle along in ragged hose and rusty armour.
They were professionals whose hire and pay
depended on good appearance and suitable
equipment. They were part of the demonstration of
wealth, success and power that was so important
to anyone wishing to gain - and retain - a position
in medieval politics.

In this article we illustrate some of the different
styles of livery jackets shown in fifteenth century
illuminations and paintings, and our drawings of
those used by Burgundian troops are based on
contemporary written descriptions.

We must emphasize that these are
reconstructions, carefully based on fifteenth
century accounts, embroideries, paintings and
sculptures. There are no surviving examples, so a
considerable amount of (hopefully) intelligent
guess work has been used. We have intentionally
varied the patterns slightly and made some richly
decorated and others less so to convey the variety
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