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EDITORIAL

elcome to the 11th issue
W of DRAGON. In this
issue, we have a scholar’s ver-
sion of the history of
Burgundy, a leng % article on
carrying equipment, and a
shopping list dated 1435. Odds
and Ends, despite our ambi-
tions, has been squeezed into
one page, but we have many
more pages ready to slip into
the next issue.
It seems re-enactment is pla-
gued by two opposing vices:
the need to continually rein-
vent the 3 wheel, and the
of habit aided

complacency 3

by the lure of unreliable but
convenient sources.

Somewhere between these two
extremes lie the aims of the
Company. Christian Folini's
article is an exceptional illus-
tration of this choice. A large
and carefully detailed selection
of documents points out very
clearly that there is indeed pre-
cious little of which we may be
certain. Of the millions of bur-
dens of every sort transported
in every manner, our iconogra-
phy is limited to a few meagre
pages. Of those examples, the
most tantalising beg more

questions than they answer.
They do, however, establish
tentative  guidelines which
may help us plot our course,
continually rectifying as we
discover new material.

John HOWE

lustrations:

Below, left: Joseph, with staff, corded
bundle and canteen. The Limbourg
Brothers, Flight into Egypt, 1405-8, New
York, the Cloisters, Belles Heures, fol. 63.

Below, right: Pilgrim, with staff and slit
bag. French, Poverty and Fortune, in Cas
des Nobles Hommes et Femmes, 1494,
Vérard, Paris, fol. 62
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THE HISTORY OF BURGUNDY

ACCORDING TO THE MEMOIRES OF
OLIVIER DE LA MARCHE

CHAPTER 10

Of the declaration from the mother’s side (of the fami -
ly); how Burgundy was named Allobrogie during
Roman times, about the reign of Bavais, wherefrom
came the first Kings of Burgundy

While researching the subject of Burgundy, I
came across Dyodoros of Sicily, a very ancient

Vercingetorix who raised a powerful army to
combat Caesar. This army camped in Alise and
the countryside about.

Caesar and his legions made their camp as close
as possible to the enemy, suffering great losses at
the hands of the Franks. Thanks to good strategy
and courage, Caesar finally defeated
Versingetoris and the Franks and made them
Roman subjects once more.

During Hercules’ lifetime and long thereafter,

Greek historian and man of
learning, whose works and
books are very highly recom-
mended amongst orators.
Dyodoros says of the
famous Hercules, whose
accomplishments are so
great that many consider the
tales of his deeds as poetical,
fantastic and so wonderful
that they are not to be belie-
ved... that (he) travelled
widely, going even to Spain.
At that time, he visited the
country that is now called
Burgundy and lawfully mar- ,
rigd a local woman named '_. 4"_“;—%_’ ]

Alise. She was a lady of great e

beauty and came from the family of most noble
blood in the land. Dyodoros recounts that the
children of Hercules and Alise were the ancestors
of the first Kings of Burgundy. To substantiate
Dyodoros’ claims, in the dukedom of Burgundy
in the area which is named Lauchois are the ruins
of a town originally named Alise. It was founded
and named after Hercules’ wife. The city was des-
troyed and left in ruin by the wars that for a long
time prevailed in this region. To further substan-
tiate Dyodoros’ story, Lucanus and Sallustius
have written of the town of Alise and the great
rebellion fomented by the Franks and the people
of Autun against Caesar and the Romans. The
Franks were aided by a frankish prince named

those whom we call the
Burgundians
(Bourguignons) were called
Allobrogians. According to
the master scholars,
Allobrgian refers to those
—3 who are “rough of speech”.

vz=2] Although I myself am born
=——————194 in this noble country, I can
not but agree, as the tongue
of this region may indeed
seem rude and uncouth to its
neighbours. This name of
Allobrogian endured, it is
mentioned in the Roman
chronicles as well as in the
histories of the Belgians. It
also lasted throughout the domination of the
great city of Bavais and until the Romans, who
had many lands under their rule, began to wage
war against the Germans.

This conflict lasted many years... the Germans,
noble and warlike nation , defended themselves
vigorously and both nations crossed the Rhine,
depending on the fortunes of the war. In autumn,
of common accord, each nation withdrew to their
own side in security for the winter and hence to
attack in the following summer. The river Rhine
was like a barrier between them.

Through contact with their enemies, the Romans
found in this land of Allobrogie a fertile country,
full of goods, wheat, wine, woods, rivers and all
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things necessary for a warlike people. For this
reason, and because the country has many stron-
gholds in hills and mountains, they chose the
land that is now called Burgundy as a winter
retreat, and they stayed and wintered there, some
in the mountains, some in the valleys (building)
many strongholds, some of wood, others of stone.
Thus they put themselves in safety, and fortified
the aforementioned forts against each other.
These forts were so used as permanent stron-
gholds, and so numerous were they that the inha-
bitants of the land ceased to be known as
Allobrogians and were and still are called
Burgundians, which means “those who live in
strongholds”.

2 £ 3
CHAPTER XI U s |
How and why the name of
Allobrogie fell into disuse and Sl ‘
{they) were called EATIDE ==
Burgundians, and that before == -
the advent of Jesus Christ. N

SIS
- -

>

Other authors may tell this
in another way, as did Orose,
who took it from Cornelius
Tacitus, who so well recoun-
ted the deeds of the Romans AN
and many other things. He
tells how the Vandals were
pushed out of Germany by
the Romans, hence coming SRS

into Gaul and causing much P\ T
destruction. = pe _
They numbered certainly === S

four hundred thousand,

many of whose homes, forts, towers and stron-
gholds had been destroyed. Thus they were for-
ced to reconstruct their homes, and they establi-
shed many fortified places in which to dwell in
safety. Because of this, one part of the Vandals
became called Burgundians. History has it that
these Vandals returned to Gaul and made great
conquests, and that those Burgundians halted
near Authun in the country where they still dwell
and which is now called Burgundy. According to
Orose, this part of Gaul was called Belgian Gaul,
because they had allegiance with the Belgians.
Furthermore, he says that the other Vandals occu-

pied Slavony, others Dalmatia, Illyria near
Venice, as well as Poland and Bohemia. All these
nations, according to Orose, are descended from
the Vandals. As for myself, in order to remain clo-
ser to the truth, I have sought on all sides from
where comes this name of Burgundy.
Throughout the time they were called
Allobrogians and Burgundians, this people kept
to the pagan faith and law and many great kings
and powerful princes governed there, but I will
not linger on their subject, because from them
you are not at all descended, excepting by name
only...

All the Kings of Allobrogia, as well as those of
Burgundy, which is one and the same thing, in

-~ the time when they were

" § pagan as well as since they
are Christian and baptised,
! X have as their arms six bends
< of gold and azure, with a bor-
S der of gules, arms which are
i still used in Burgundy.
0, ‘ I have discovered that in the
> - second year after the cruci-
fixion of Jesus Christ, that the
Kings of France and
Burgundy waged cruel war
on one another. Stories tell of
a hundred thousand dead on
A each side, and that victory
< . was for the Burgundians, and
N in due course you will hear
the proof that at that time
there was a King in
Burgundy.

. CHAPTER XII

How Mary Magdalena brought the King of Burgundy
to the Christian faith.

KNI =

&)

Likewise, I have found how that in the fourteen-
th year after Our Lord’s crucifixion, Mary
Magdalena came to Marseilles in Provence and
there converted to the Christian faith the King
and Queen of Burgundy, and how by the fore-
sight and nobility of the holy woman, Saint
Mamimen baptised them at Arles in Provence,
and the King and the Queen took the holy bap-
tism and all those of their kingdom must be bap-
tised or be put to death. This first Christian king

4 DRAGON No.11 Winter 2000































































